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SUBJECT: SUPPORT FOR SIXTH PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT 

REFS: A) STATE 278917; B) LISBON 7078 

1. INSTRUCTIONS CONTAINED REF A WERE, AS YOU POINTED OUT, 
INTENDED TO HEARTEN MODERATE FORCES AND THE AZEVEDO GOVERN- 
MENT DURING ITS MOMENT OF CRISIS. OUR PURPOSE WAS TO 
ENCOURAGE THEM TO STAND FAST AGAINST COMMUNIST ULTRA-LEFT 
PRESSURES BY SHOWING THEM THAT THEY WERE NOT ALONE AND 
INVITING THEM TO INDICATE WAYS WE MIGHT BE HELPFUL IN THE 
SITUATION THEN IN COURSE. IN BELIEVING THAT SUCH MESSAGES 
OF ENCOURAGEMENT MIGHT BE USEFUL IN PRESENT SITUATION, WE 
HAD IN MIND YOUR EARLIER RECOMMENDATIONS APROPOS OF THE 
CANTO E CASTRO REQUEST THAT HE AND FELLOW MODERATES HAVE 
REASSURANCES OF OUR SYMPATHIES. WHILE WE WERE UNABLE TO 
MEET HIS REQUEST, THE MESSAGE FOR MELO ANTUNES AND 
THE MODERATE OFFICERS WAS INTENDED TO RESPOND TO THIS NEED 
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THEIR ALLIES ,I.E. AZEVEDO, SOARES, ETC. 

2. THE FAVORABLE DENOUEMENT OF YESTERDAY'S REBELLION MAY 
ONLY BE TEMPORARY. IN ANY CASE, ONE MUST ANTICIPATE A 
RETURN TO A PROCLIVITY TO COMPROMISE. WE THEREFORE BELIEVE 
CIRCUMSTANCES MAY YET MAKE DESIRABLE A MESSAGE TO BUCK UP 
THOSE ON THE RECEIVING END OF FAR LEFT PRESSURES AND 
SEDUCTIONS. HOWEVER. AS YOU RECOMMEND IN REFTEL B WE ARE 
WILLING TO LEAVE TIMING, ADDRESSEES AND MANNER OF DELIVERY 
TO YOUR DISCRETION BUT CONTACTS SHOULD 

BE MADE AS SOON AS CONVENIENTLY POSSIBLE GIVEN THE 
CURRENT SITUATION. KEEP IN MIND SOLE PURPOSE IS TO 
STIFFEN BACKS OF MODERATE MILITARY ELEMENTS AND DEMOCRATIC 
PARTIES. YOUR APPROACH TO AZEVEDO WILL BE THE FIRST OF ITS 
NATURE THAT WE HAVE MADE. HIS PERFORMANCE AND THAT OF 
HIS GOVERNMENT (MINUS COMMUNISTS) HAS BEEN FIRMER 
THAN ANTICIPATED. WE HOPE THAT IF HE REMAINS IN OFFICE 
HE WILL KEEP AS PRIORITIES THE RESTORATION OF DISCIPLINE 
IN THE ARMED FORCES AND OF STABILITY TO THE COUNTRY. WE 
HOPE NOW THAT HE WILL TAKE ADVANTAGE OF TODAY'S FAVORABLE 
CIRCUMSTANCES TO CLEANSE MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT AND FURTHER 
REDUCE PCP INFLUENCE IN GOP. IF HE HAS SUGGESTIONS AS 
TO HOW WE OR OTHER ALLIES CAN BE HELPFUL TO HIM IN THIS 
EFFORT, WE WOULD BE GLAD TO HAVE THEM. KISSINGER 
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